
Every Saturday Night  
2 Kings 5:1-14 

 
 
Opening Illustration – Dad after a Saturday working on the farm; dirty, sweaty and 
stinky, dad would say “well son, it’s Saturday night.  I guess I’ll take a shower 
whether I need one or not.” 
 
Baptism Sunday –  
1 Peter 3:21 (ESV) - not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to 
God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,  
 
Colossians 2:11–15 (ESV)  
In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by 
putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been buried 
with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the 
powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.  And you, who were 
dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive 
together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record 
of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to 
the cross.  He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, 
by triumphing over them in him.  
 
Learn from Naaman how we can walk in the power of baptism 
 
 
2 Kings 5:1-14 - Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great 
man with his master and in high favor, because by him the LORD had given victory 
to Syria. He was a mighty man of valor, but he was a leper.  Now the Syrians on 
one of their raids had carried off a little girl from the land of Israel, and she 
worked in the service of Naaman’s wife.  She said to her mistress, “Would that my 
lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.”  
So Naaman went in and told his lord, “Thus and so spoke the girl from the land of 
Israel.” 5 And the king of Syria said, “Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of 
Israel.”  

So he went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, 
and ten changes of clothing.  And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, which 



read, “When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you Naaman my 
servant, that you may cure him of his leprosy.”  And when the king of Israel read 
the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that 
this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Only consider, and see 
how he is seeking a quarrel with me.”  

But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his 
clothes, he sent to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him 
come now to me, that he may know that there is a prophet in Israel.”  So Naaman 
came with his horses and chariots and stood at the door of Elisha’s house.  And 
Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, 
and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be clean.”  But Naaman was angry 
and went away, saying, “Behold, I thought that he would surely come out to me 
and stand and call upon the name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand over 
the place and cure the leper.  Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, 
better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he 
turned and went away in a rage.  But his servants came near and said to him, “My 
father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he 
actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?”  So he went down and dipped himself 
seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God, and his flesh 
was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.  

 
I am amazed at the number of people who have passed through Grace over the 
years and never had their issues addressed directly and through the love and 
grace of our church found healing. 
 
I am more amazed at the number of people who have come through Grace over 
the years and met with me, Clay or the prayer team and been given specific help – 
yet never followed through – and left here still in pain. 
 
What’s it take to have our spiritual/emotional leprosy healed? 
 
 

1. Admit that you have a need 
Psalm 32:3–7 (ESV) - For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my 
groaning all day long.  For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my 
strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. I acknowledged my sin to you, 
and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the 



LORD,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.  Therefore let everyone who is godly 
offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; surely in the rush of great 
waters, they shall not reach him.  You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me 
from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
 
The usual suspects – unconfessed sin, bitterness and unforgiveness, anger, 
anything that is eating you up inside 
 
 

2. Be willing to ask for help 
John 5:1-9 -  (ESV) – Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in 
Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five roofed colonnades.  In these lay a 
multitude of invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed.  One man was there who had 
been an invalid for thirty-eight years.  When Jesus saw him lying there and knew 
that he had already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be 
healed?”  The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool 
when the water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before 
me.”  Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.”  And at once the 
man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked. Now that day was the 
Sabbath.  

 
 

3. Leave your pride at home 
John 9:40–41 (ESV) - Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said 
to him, “Are we also blind?”  Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would 
have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.  
 
1 John 1:8–10 (ESV) - If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  If we say we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in us.  
 
Sometimes we want what we want, and we want it on our terms 
We forget that while God always loves us, He’s not nearly as impressed with us as 
we are with ourselves. 
And He often sends those that are unimpressive to minister to us. 



The question is; “will we swallow our pride and receive from them and do what 
they say and be healed?”   
Or will we walk away, maintaining our dignity, and keep our leprosy? 
 
 

4. Follow through 
John 5:14 - (ESV) – Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, 
“See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to you.”  
 

1 Peter 2:22–25 (NLT)  
He never sinned, nor ever deceived anyone.  He did not retaliate when he was 
insulted, nor threaten revenge when he suffered. He left his case in the hands of 
God, who always judges fairly.  He personally carried our sins in his body on the 
cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for what is right. By his wounds you 
are healed.  Once you were like sheep who wandered away. But now you have 
turned to your Shepherd, the Guardian of your souls.  
 
 
Admit your need 
Ask for help 
Leave your pride at home 
Follow through 
 
Turn to your Shepherd, the Guardian of your souls 


